American- 1st two digits equal the year, next to the week. 
AO Smith- 1st letter equals the month and the next two digits are the year. 
Bradford-White- 1st letter in the s/n is the year of manufacturer with A being 1964 or 1984 (They use a 20 year cycle) They skip the letters I, O, Q, R, U, V to make the full cycle. The second letter is the month A=January through M = December (I is left out) 
Rheem - 1st two digits equal the month, next to the year. 
State/Reliance/Sears- Letter that equals the month followed by the year. 

