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YOU & YOUR

NACHI In Compliance with the PA Home Inspection Act

by Nick Gromicko, Founder & Director of NAGHI

| Irl the Junc 2007 edition of LCAR’s Closing Comments,

an article was published entitled Home Inspecior
Associations and PA Law (4ct 114), by Matt Steger. This
article contained many inaccuracies concerning the National
Association of Certified Home Inspectors (NACHI); and,
as a result, LCAR agreed to give NACHI equal space to

" respond to the prior article. Mr. Steger’s article has had a
- direct economic impact on NACHI members in Pennsylva-

in

nia, and NACH! would like 1o set the record straight.

Mr, Steger urged consumers and real estate agents to
verify a home inspector’s membership in NAHI, ASHI or
AlL Ifthe home inspoctor is not a member of one of these
three organizations, he pointedly states, “ .. . buyer and
ageni beware (10 put it nicely)!™” He goes on to state, T
your inspector is not a member of NAHI, ASHJ or ATl he
is in violation of PA Law, according to the PHIC.”

PHIC stands Tor Pennsylvania Home Inspectors Coali-
tion. and it was formed and run by a group of inspectors
primarily affiliated with NAHT and ASHI. PHIC is NOT a
government ageney and has ne legal authority to determing
whcther any home ingpection organization is or is not in
compliance with Pennsylvania law. In fact, a lawsuit PHIC
filed against NACHTI in Chester County, Pennsylvania was
dismissed. In an Order dated June 13, 2005, the Court
stated, “Finally, there is no indication that Plaintiffs are
authorized to enforce the Home Inspection Law . , ., ”
(Case No. 03-07803),

NACHI is the fargest home inspection association in the
nation. and it values its members and enjoys an upstanding
reputation with the real estate community throughout the
country. In order to maintain its successful relaticnship with
the Pennsylvania real estate community, NACHI believes it
13 necessary to reassure Ponnsylvania real cstate agents
and residents that NACH! is fully compliant with the Home
Inspoction Law.

Those of you reading this article are familiar with the
requirements of the Act that went into effect i December
2001. NACHT is compliant and has always been compliant
with each and every one of those requirements.

The Act defines a National Home Inspector Association
as any national association of home inspectors that operates
on a not-for-profit basis, is not a franchise and has members

in more than 10 states. NACHT iz a non-profit corporation
incorporatec] under the laws of the state of Colorado and
has approxirsately 10,000 members in all 50 states. It is
recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as & tax-
exempt 501(c)(6) trade association. N

The Act requires that a person must perform or partici-
pate in the performance of more than §00 fee-paid home
inspections before becoming a full member; NACHT has
the same requirements for full membership status. The Act
requires that members pass a recognized or accredited
examination, NACHT’s exam has the reputation of being
the most intensive and thorough examination in the industry,
Tt is an onlinz inspector examination and individuals must
pass the exam with a score of 80 or better. In addition to this
exam, members are also required to take NACHT's Ethics
Obstacle Course and NACHI's Standard of Practice Quiz.

The Act requires that inspectors comply with a code of
conduetand attend continuing professional education
classes. NAICHI goes beyond that; members are required
to take 24 hours per year of continning edueation courses.
NACHI offers its membership numerous continuing educa-
tion classes, various levels of membership and countless
benefits-all of which benefita the consumer by providing
the industry with honegst and some of the best educated
ingpeetors it the industry, You may view NACHI’s mern--
bership requirements, code of conduct and continwing
gducation requirements at www,nachi.org.

The Act requires that inspectors carry Errors and
Omigsion (E&O) Tnsurance, and NACHI members in
Pennsylvania must carry this type of insurance. If you are
uncertain, ask the individual inspector for proof of ingur-
ance. Finally, if yon have any questions as to whether a
NACH! home inspector you are thinking of using meets the
requirements of Pennsylvania law, do not rely on PHIC:
instead, call the Attorney General of Pennsylvania’s Con-
sumer Protection Unit al 800-441-2555.

NACHL! exists because of you, the Realiors® and the
consumers. Iis migsion statement is to provide the home-
owner and buyer with peace of mind and quality work,
Currently there is a bill pending before the Pennsylvania
legislature requiring licensing of home inspectors. NACHI
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PAGE 11712







