Kansas Government Affairs Committee

Meeting Minutes – September 7, 2007
Attendance  Kansas:

Dan Bowers



Lee Brodbeck

Rob Curtis

Pat Daniels

Kirby Deeter

Henry Frazier

Susan Kennett

Steve Kornspan

Jennifer Martin

Lee McClelland

Glennice Savidge

Dorothy Taylor

Brand Tidwell

KCRAR Staff:
Cindy Green, Derek Ramsay, Perry Crume, Nancy Davis
Meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chair Brant Tidwell
Welcome and Approval of Minutes - Motion and second to approve the August 3, 2007 minutes.
FEDERAL ISSUES:
Brant reported that Kansas Senator Nick Jordan would be announcing his candidacy challenging Dennis Moore for U.S. Congress. Prospective candidates for Jordan’s Senate seat are Sue Gambil, Patrick Regan, Mary Pilcher Coook, Bob Bibb, Jim Allen, and Cindy Neighbors.
STATE ISSUES:

State Political Contacts:  Each member was asked to assign themselves to one or more KS Representative or Senator for the upcoming October 30, 2007 Legislative breakfast, and if needed, to contact during the session.  Each committee member should contact their legislative members personally to encourage them to attend the event.  Rob suggested specific seating placement for each table combining realtors and legislative members with talking points.  Cindy will email members who could not attend today’s meeting so that they have an opportunity to adopt a legislator.  The legislative breakfast is scheduled for October 30, 2007 at Nick & Jake’s (135TH & Metcalf) at 7:30 a.m.   An official invite will be mailed in the near future. (Dans Footnote: This breakfast was strongly PROMOTING home inspection licensure)
KAR Summer Session Update:  Cindy provided a power point with accompanying handout detailing the Possible and Pending KAR Legislative Issues for the 2008 Session and what the Committee recommended at summer session

-
HB 2315 – Regulation of Home Inspectors – The Committee recommended we support the original language but move to alternatives if needed.
-
HB 2345 – Increased Fines for Violation of Real Estate License Laws and BRRETA – The Committee proposed an alternative civil fine not exceeding $1,000 per violation, and a $5,000 cap if the Commission finds that aggravating circumstances exist as outlined in their recommendation.
-
HB 2543 – Changes to the Assessment of Property Taxes on Newly-Constructed Residential Property 

The Committee recommended staying neutral at this time 
-     HB 2036 – Enforcement of the Statewide Energy Efficiency Building Code for Commercial and

Industrial Buildings. – The Committee opposes authorizing the Kansas Corporation Commission to begin enforcing the standards established in the statute.

-
Advertising by Real Estate Salespersons or Teams:  The Committee and KREC is in favor of supporting the proposed language borrowed from the Oklahoma Statute.

-
Increased Regulation of Unprofessional Conduct of Real Estate Licensees:  Definitions of Unprofessional Conduct need to be addressed in a separate regulation document adopted by the Commission. Some of the potential terms used in the proposed language need to be defined, such as emotional abuse or harassment.  Cindy will contact Luke Bell for additional information.
-
Real Estate Recovery Fund – Provides grants for educational purposes.  The Committee would like to maintain a balance at $250,000 and create an advisory group to oversee distribution of these funds.  The Committee would like the funds to be used strictly for educational purposes. Cindy verified with Luke Bell that fines levied and collected by KREC actually go to the State General Fund.  The state does this with most state regulatory agencies to keep them from having an incentive to levy fines to increase their respective budgets.
-
Mortgage Fraud – The Committee does not support the current language for real estate licensees who “attempt” mortgage fraud.
-
Increased Funding for the Statewide Affordable Housing Trust Fund – The committee will fight this proposed bill if they propose taxes on real estate as a funding source.
-
Registered Offender Language Changes in Residential Real Estate Contracts.  The Committee recommended not to propose any changes this year.

-
County Appraisers Licensed or Certified – Currently there is no requirement under KS statutes that county appraisers be licensed or certified.  The Committee recommended not to propose any requirements this year.
LOCAL ISSUES:
Municipal Contact Reports:
Lee McClelland reported the proposed new road near Stillwell KS from Cass County to Johnson County across 175th and connecting at 179th & Metcalf has some community members disturbed and a coalition is being formed to fight it.  Lee will check on a proposed speaker for a future Govt Affairs meeting to provide information and details of the proposed road construction.  The Committee wants to put an update in RealEyes for our members.
Overland Park City Council is looking to annex 175th St. South to 199th and 69 Hwy to Lackman.  The proposed annexation was presented to the Johnson County Board of Commissioners on August 23.  Johnson County has scheduled a public hearing on Tuesday, October 30, regarding the annexation.  The meeting is at 7 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center at Blue Valley High School, 6001 W. 159th St, Stilwell KS. Kirby suggested Mayor Carl Gerlach or Councilman Jim Hix speak to the committee about the annexation.

Derek reported the Lenexa rental registration has not been finalized.  We will wait to see the final ordinance and determine at the time whether or not to post a Call for Action.  There is another public hearing on September 25.

Cindy reported that Overland Park has posted another Survey regarding “Branding” on their website http://www.opkansas.org.   Overland Park is exploring multi-tenant monument signs. The planning commission meets next week and will make recommendations to the City Council.
It was suggested by the Committee that information be posted regarding monument signs in RealEyes in the Commercial Section.

Miscellaneous
Next meeting to be October 5, 2007, *8:30 a.m.at KCRAR offices.
*Possible change in meeting time.  Survey will be sent to committee to see if 8:30, 8:45, or 9:00 is a better time for the committee to meet.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:52 a.m. by Brant Tidwell.
Minutes submitted by Nancy Davis on September  2007

