Here is an excerpt from the proposed SOP Electrical section:

(b)
Specific limitations for service entrance and panels.  The inspector is not required to:

(1) determine present or future sufficiency of service capacity amperage, voltage, or the capacity of the electrical system;

(2) test arc-fault circuit interrupter devices when the property is occupied or damage to personal property may result, in the inspector’s reasonable judgment;
(3) report the lack of arc-fault circuit interrupter protection when the circuits are in conduit;

(4) conduct voltage drop calculations; 

(5) determine the accuracy of overcurrent device labeling;

(6) remove covers where hazardous as judged by the inspector; 

(7) verify the effectiveness of overcurrent devices; or

(8) operate overcurrent devices. 

Chapter 2 Wiring and Protection :: ARTICLE 210 Branch Circuits :: I. General Provisions
70-2008:210.12(210.1-210.18)702008210.12 Arc-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection.  See related Staff Note  

(A) Definition: Arc-Fault Circuit Interrupter (AFCI). A device intended to provide protection from the effects of arc faults by recognizing characteristics unique to arcing and by functioning to de-energize the circuit when an arc fault is detected.  

(B) Dwelling Units. All 120-volt, single phase, 15- and 20-ampere branch circuits supplying outlets installed in dwelling unit family rooms, dining rooms, living rooms, parlors, libraries, dens, bedrooms, sunrooms, recreation rooms, closets, hallways, or similar rooms or areas shall be protected by a listed arc-fault circuit interrupter, combination-type, installed to provide protection of the branch circuit.  
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210.12(B):  Expanded AFCI protection requirements to include all outlets supplied by 15- and 20-ampere, 120-volt branch circuits installed in family rooms, dining rooms, living rooms, parlors, libraries, dens, bedrooms, sunrooms, recreation rooms, closets, hallways, or similar rooms or areas, and deleted effective date on use of branch/feeder AFCIs.  


FPN No. 1: For information on types of arc-fault circuit interrupters, see UL 1699-1999, Standard for Arc-Fault Circuit Interrupters.  

FPN No. 2: See 11.6.3(5) of NFPA 72®-2007, National Fire Alarm Code®, for information related to secondary power supply requirements for smoke alarms installed in dwelling units.  

FPN No. 3: See 760.41(B) and 760.121(B) for power-supply requirements for fire alarm systems.  

Exception No. 1:  Where RMC, IMC, EMT or steel armored cable, Type AC, meeting the requirements of 250.118 using metal outlet and junction boxes is installed for the portion of the branch circuit between the branch-circuit overcurrent device and the first outlet, it shall be permitted to install a combination AFCI at the first outlet to provide protection for the remaining portion of the branch circuit.  
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210.12(B) Exception No. 1: Revised exception to permit branch-circuit conductors without AFCI protection from the panelboard to the first outlet if conductors are installed in rigid RMC, IMC, EMT, or steel AC cable for that portion of the circuit and the remaining portion is protected by a combination AFCI.  


Exception No. 2:  Where a branch circuit to a fire alarm system installed in accordance with 760.41(B) and 760.121(B) is installed in RMC, IMC, EMT, or steel armored cable, Type AC, meeting the requirements of 250.118, with metal outlet and junction boxes, AFCI protection shall be permitted to be omitted.  
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210.12(B) Exception No. 2: Added exception to permit omission of AFCI protection for conductors of an individual branch circuit supplying a fire alarm system that are installed in RMC, IMC, EMT, or steel AC cable.   


Staff Note for 210.12  

Section 210.12(B) requires AFCI protection for 120-volt, 15- and 20-ampere branch circuits that supply outlets in most dwelling unit rooms. The requirement applies to all 120-volt outlets for lighting, receptacles, and other equipment. It does not apply to 208- and 240-volt outlets supplying items such as heaters and air-conditioning units.  
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