Electrical Home Inspection Checklist
Inspection Point 




Comments

Service Drop - Overhead
From Pole or Aerial Drop

Condition of Drop Cable

Obstruction by trees, buildings, etc

Clearances

Service Drop - Lateral
Service Pole Identifiable?

Enclosure of lateral run at pole

Exterior transformer on property, condition

Service Entrance
Service splice

Drip loop

Weatherhead

Service entrance conductor gauge

Service Entrance Conduit (support, secured, condition, sealed)

Service meter rating

Service meter condition

Grounding at service meter?

Main Connect at meter (rating)

Service exterior wall penetration sealed

Service Equipment

Exterior Condition (rust, physical damage, properly secured)

Missing punch-outs

Verify proper grounding (exterior)

Electrified

Proper mounting (secure, on fireproof backing)

Face (directory, manufacturer, rating, age)

Face screws (proper number, blunt point)

Verify gauge of service entrance conductors to exterior

Neutral properly color coded or taped as neutral

Service entrance conductors properly bonded, corrosion

If SEC are aluminum, is anti-oxide paste in place, corrosion

Main Disconnect (rating, 'six throws' rule)

Raceways secured, bonded

Ground conductor bonded to service equipment and with neutral (main)

Ground conductor bonded to service equipment and with neutral (sub-panel)

Branch wire type, gauge, suitability to overcurrent devices

Overcurrent devices of proper type for the panel

Double taps on overcurrent devices

Ground and neutral bus double taps

Number of neutrals to hot conductors

Type of overcurrent devices, GFCI, AFCI

Connection corrosion

Insulator condition

Excessive pigtails

Wiring orderly, sufficient space in panel

Raceways

Proper number of networks per raceway

Type (K&T, ROMEX, BX, EMT, Pipe)

Knob and tube

Wire age, insullation type, condition

Splices

Connections to newer wiring, junction box

Condition of knobs and tubes, cracks, missing

ROMEX

Properly secured at boxes, panels

Excessive covering in panel, boxes

Properly secured on runs, proper staples, crushed wire

Ground wire bonded

BX

Properly secured and bonded at boxes, panels

Bushings in place

Ground wire bonded

If, in conjunction with EMT, is BX only used in whips, 6' or less

Properly secured on runs

No unprotected wall penetrations

EMT

Properly secured, bonded at boxes and panels

Properly bonded on run

Proper connectors for use (interior, exterior)

Properly secured on runs

Total run bends do not exceed 360 degrees

Not in contact with water, gas pipes

Ground continuity to EMT

No interior splices

Pipe

Old gas pipe used, is the feed disconnected and capped

Bonding continuity at boxes, panels

Proper connectors for use (interior, exterior)

Properly secured on runs

Total bends do not exceed 360 degrees

Not in contact with water, gas pipes

Ground continuity to pipe

no interior splices

Junction Boxes, light fixture boxes, recepticle boxes

Proper binding to raceways, ground continuity

No missing punch-outs

Properly secured

Proper number of networks

Cover plates

Boxes proper for use (waterproof on exterior, depth, size)

Devices
UL listed

Ground continuity

Physically secure

Physical damage

Proper and secure cover plates

Waterproof boxes with covers on exterior and wet interior areas

Directly connected devices (disposer, furnace, doorbell transformers)

Receptacles

Physical damage

Proper for branch circuit amperage

Powered

Polarity

Grounding

proper voltage

False Ground

Floating neutral

Properly installed (screwed connections and not back punched)

proper location - Sinks, over electric baseboards, on open side of doors, height In floor

Proper height above floor, countertop
Dedicated circuits for refrigerator, disposed, sump pump, washer, dryer

voltage drop does not exceed 5% at 12 amps load

GFCI protection

AFCI protection

GFCI and AFCI have dedicated neutral

Light fixtures
Physical damage

Bare bulb fixtures

Fixture grounded

Chain chandelier, hanging by cord or chain

In proper location, not movable

Excessive bulb wattage

Ceiling fans

Physically secure

Balanced operation

Light and fan operation

Properly grounded

Switches

Coverplates proper and secure

Operation

If they don't work, is a light bulb burned out or is the switch defective

Grounded

Proper type dimmer switch for lights v.s. ceiling fan

Accessable - not behind furniture

Proper height

Proximity to water, sinks


General

Neatness of wiring

Evidence of owner or non-professional modifications / repair
