
New Financial Incentives Make the Score Attractive to Homebuyers
Under a new FHA policy that utilizes the Home Energy Score, homebuyers can qualify for a larger 
mortgage by --

ü  Buying a home that scores 6 or higher, or
ü  Making improvements to a less efficient home.

This policy reflects the fact that more efficient homes have lower operating costs. Home inspectors are 
in a great position to bring this opportunity to their clients’ attention. 

Ø  States across the country are adopting the Home Energy Score to ensure energy efficiency information is 
consistent and credible. In some cases, states are offering additional incentives with the Score to 
motivate homeowner investments. 

Why is now a great time for Home Inspectors 
to offer the U.S. Department of Energy’s 

MLSs & States Recognize Customers Want to Know More About Home Energy Costs
Ø  Multiple Listing Services (MLSs) are starting to provide the Home Energy Score to buyers.

As a Home Inspector, You Pre-Qualify!
Ø  DOE’s online training & testing are offered free and at your own pace.
Ø  You can work under one of Home Energy Score’s national partners, such as BPI or InterNACHI.

“RESO, the real estate industry’s governing body for 
property data standards, is working alongside the Council 
of MLSs and others to help Multiple Listing Services (MLS) 
across America provide a consistent ‘energy-transparent’ 
shopping experience for consumers.” 

– RESO Blog Post on MLSs, January 2016

Find out more about the Score at www.HomeEnergyScore.gov or 
Contact us at assessor@sra.com to find out how to start scoring homes in your area.

Home Energy Score?

“A homebuyer with an income of $75,000 who currently qualifies for a monthly mortgage 
payment of $1,938 per month can now borrow an extra $125 per month for a more energy 
efficient home. Financed with a 30-year mortgage at today’s rates, the homebuyer can 
now qualify for a house valued at approximately $26,500 more than a less efficient house.”

 – DOE Blog Post on FHA Policy, January 2016

It’s More Than A Score
Ø  By providing the Score, you let your customers know how efficient a home is and how much their utility 

bills will likely run. You also provide tailored recommendations on how to make that home more 
efficient and comfortable. 

Scoring A House Is Even Simpler Now!
Ø  A number of software vendors – including Home Inspector Pro – have integrated the Score into their 

software products. Now you can input the data directly into their products or use DOE’s free Scoring 
Tool interface to create a Score.


